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Vocabulary Intent

In Reception, vocabulary development is at the heart of our Communication and Language curriculum. Children are immersed in rich,
purposeful language through high-quality stories, poems, rhymes, Drawing Club, Monster Phonics, continuous provision, play and adult

We explicitly teach and model new vocabulary, revisit previously taught words and provide children with repeated opportunities to hear,
understand and use words in context. Vocabulary is selected carefully from stories, topics and childrens experiences, with a particular focus on
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scared, exo«ibed, tired,

Describing/ big, small, tall, short, hot, cold, | enormous, , enormous, ewmm,muuatu,r‘e delwa,t@paweq‘ul
wet, dry, soft, hard rmghhea,vyhghtbng}wdarknm/sy mysterious, ancient, unusual,

Position & in, on, under, next to, behind, in | between, beside, around, across, beneath, . underneath, above,

movement front, up, down, over, throughs | towards, away, inside; outside below, opposite; direction, journeys

Time & sequencer now, then, , tomorrow, ﬁMWtafterbefm‘eLa,tersovn meanwhile; eventually, suddenly
y,wtzrdaymommgmovn immediately, previously, afterwards

Actions go, stop, walk, run, jump, sit, ; explore, discover, collect observe, examine; search, rescue; ,
stand, look, see; hear create; build, carry, travels jouwrney, investigate; construct

Thinking & know, think, remember, forget, wonder, predict, notice; explain, suggest, reason, solve, imagine; describe

learnings chouse; find, learn/ compare, decide; questions justify, investigates

Speaking & say, tell, ask, answer, talk, explain, describe; discuss, persuade; retell, guestion, clarify,

communication/ listen, ; share, perform, present

Size & quantity one; two, more, less , few, | most, least, equal, pair, half, whole, several, plenty, fewer, greater, equal,
big, small, full, empty enough, fewer, greater nearly, approximately

Nature & tree; leaf, flower, grass, sun plant, seed, root, stem, petal, soil enwironment, season, growth, life cycle;

enwiuronment rain, wind, doud “abbt@t, weatner 4 0 |

Animals animal, pet, dog, cat, bird, mammal, bird, reptile; amphibian, predator, prey, camouflage; nocturnal,
insect, farm, wilds insect, habitat, nest, burrow , offsprings

Materials wood, pw, paper, metal, smooth, rough, bendy, stiff, stretchy, a,bxyorbau,ﬂ@xdal@, rigid, strong, weak,




ThzfoﬂowMgmdeAs}wuldbeddeymoddledandmmedt}mg}me

Story language story, book, character setting, problem, solution, adventure, author, illustrator, character, plot,
inning, middle;, end ' . event narrator, scene; i

Storytellings once; one day, suddenly, then meanwhile; after, before, finally eventually, suddenly, immediately,

next fortunately, unfortunately

Pa/twm& same different, colour, shape repeat, sequence; match, compare symmetrical, similar, different, pattern,

description pattern/ sequences

Position & shapes circle; square, triangle; cube; cuboid, sphere, cone; cylinder, 2D shape; 3D shape; curved, straight,

Construction & build, make; join, cut, stick, fix design, plan, create; construct, attach design, structure, strengthen, improve,

makings balances construct, evaluates

Community & home, school, street village; town, city, country, map, community, culture, tradition,

world/ doctor, police; firefighter jowrney, transport celebration, country, worlds

Celebrations & birthday, Christmas, Easter, festival, tradition, family celebration, culture, tradition, ceremony,

traditions celebration, special/ ceremony/ special, remember

Core Tier 2 Vovabulary
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across different contexts and which support their ability to understand and express increasingly complex ideas.

Describings Emotions - Actions Storytellings
e enormous e worrieds e wonder o explore o beginnings
o tiny e nervous e noticer o investigate o ending
*  enormous . fru/sztmted/ . remembzr o discover . chanwter'
« magnificent o swpriseds o predict o observe o settings
. u»w&u,a,l/ o disappointeds . um,aguw/ e examines . pmb,{em/
o mysterious o confused o discover o collect o solutions




. baaut«fuxx . Pmud/ . m,ve/mg,a,t?/ e construct . admam
o terrible e curious e decide e creates .
e enormous o determined e chouse o rescues .
o delicate o relieved e compare . escape o meanwhile
o powerful o lonely o explainv o journey o eventually
. coiowfu,l/ . h,opq"u/l/ e understand o searchs  fortunately
e ancient o confident o protect « unfortunately
o  miniature o tmfwaTm/
Vocabulary for Developing Oracy

Children should increasingly move from simple labels and phrases towards using vocabulary to expross complete ideas.
Early Reception

"The dog is big."

"I am scared.”

"It is raining.”

Deweloping Reception/

"The dog is enormous.”

"The character is worried because she is lost.”

"ItMnkLtiAg,omwmm,”




Expected by the End of Reception/

"I think the character feels nervous because she doesnt know where she is ”

"The enormous bear travelled through the dark forest to find his friend.”

"I noticed that the plant grew taller because it had water and sunlight”

Adults should model and extend children’s language rather than simply correcting it
Child: Its a big dog.”

Adult: "Yes, it is an enormous dog. Its much bigger than the little puppy.”

Vocabulary Through Stories

High-quality stories should provide a rich source of vocabulary. When introducing a new text, adults should identify a small number of high-
value words to explicitly teach

For each new word, children should experience:

Hear — Understand — See — Say — Use — Rewisit

For example:

Word: enormous

Hear: Adult models the word in context.



Understand: Discuss what enormous means.
See: Find an enormous object or picture.
Say: Children repeat and use the word.

Use: "The enormous giant walked through the forest.”
Rewisit: Use the word later during Drawing Club, continuous provision or another story.

Vocabulary in Drawing Club
Drawing Club provides reqular opportunities for children to develop and apply vocabulary through storytelling, character creation, oral
Vocabulary should include:

e character o forest o travelled e enormous o beginnings

. hm o castle . a(piored/ . W o problem/

o villaiv o cave o discovereds » magical o adventure

o creature o village o escaped o mysterious o journeys

. giant e mountain e rescueds  frightenings e solutionv

. fcu,ry/ . rwer . Lea,rdwd/ . beauttful/ e endings

° vwza,rd/ ° wla,nd/ ° dunbad/ ° spaﬂdmg/ ° wddeniy/

. @(p,lorer e garden o wundered e gloomy e  meanwhiles

e inwentor e undergrounds o raced e ancient o eventually

° frwnd/ ° myazrwlw ° U‘a)‘lAfOTmzd/ ° powerfu/l/ . fortuna/tdy/

 unfortunatelys




Autumn 1 Autumn 2
Not Now, Bernard/ Pirate Petes

° g,dbb{e ® peer

* chomp * voyage

® destroy ® orearv

® ignore ® directions

o astonisheds Chicken Lickens
The Little Red Hens e devoured

o baki . "y

o i . libl

° rwmg/ ° hydterical

° un}wlpful/ Road Runner

° co'n,cod;mg/ ° S’P’e’?’dy/
Wacky Races ® zoomings

® accelerate ® patient

® steering o boulder

o chuckle The Hairy Toe

o demolish * fury

° bra,k,mg/ ® ancient
Whats in the Witches ® fearful
Kitchen? o creeps

® Disgusting Goldilocks and the

o Cackle three bears

® demolished

croq,u,d
® Greedy
® Vicious
® Sneak

The Three Little Pigs

Room on the Broom/

The Three Billy Goats
Gruff

° cma,ky/

® gruesome

e determined

e bhamboozle
Willo the Wisps

o stunned
The Tiger Who Came
to Teas

® cautious
® crouchs

o farewell
* slurping




) delwwws ® guzzle * flimsy ® forty winks e revolting Where the wild things
The Magic Porridge o frosty o sturdy ® snouze ® brave are |
Pat ° pzrfect/ ® scarper o devious ® decisions ® navgate
® enchanted o cramped o oxhale The Magic Jack and the ® cvade
° dz&pa,w Popeyes . Rou,nd,ab,owt' Beanstalks | ° u*mta,ted/
® steaming/ o  weakness Trapdoor ® greeting ® booming o disembark
e gloopy o rapids o smuggle ® racing ® clambering Dear Zoo-
® conwersation/ o dreadful o  miniature ® agitated o descendings ° ;apwmd/
Mr Benn ° ° i ¢ W
[ ] wWW [ ] g,raAP/ 5}’“/ . Cl'LO'pPAﬂg/ .
® capture . dozmg/ Ca/p/tam. Pug,wa/s}v ° dwa,ppmw
° tea//fu/l/ ) ;ayfu/l/ ° elong,a/ted/
e forlorny o lost
e shelter ® bheware
e observe
® nervous
Vocabulary in Poetry Basket
Autumn 1 Autumn 2
Buster the Fly Five Little Pumpkins | Hickory Dickory Dock/| Bees Incy Wincy Spider 12,345 Once |
* glum o late ® Struck ® Buzz ® Water spout caught aﬁ"h alive
® heaving ® witches ® Tick tock ® Hover e Washed * alive
o sigh o tumbleds Popcorm o Land ® Dried * bit




° sight
PO‘inL_Lj Hat
e old
® pointeds
® ratatattat
o
Who Has Seen the

Wind?
® Tremblings
® Bow
® Passing by
A Basket of Apples
® Rosy reds
° Shm,y
® Oval

The Thunderstorm/

® Boom

o Sizzling
® Shake

® Diunwv
® [ onesomes

® Tossed
o Friendly

Spring Winds

e Shower
Ihw»eaLiiﬂeFrog/

® Bathtub

Pancakes

® Mix

[ Fry/

Hungry Birdies

Creepy Crawlies

§

Learves are Greens

Above
Alones

Weather
Icicles




® hooted ® Rumpety, e Crayons
lumpety ® Crazy
® Rustles, ® Raindrops
o Golden
® Swishes . Pai

Springtime

Icicles
Melting
Teardrops
Falling

Voca,bwlaly in Continuous Provision/

Vocabulary should be embedded across the environment rather than restricted to adult-led sessions.

Construction
design, build, construct, join, balance; structure, strong, weak, stable; unstable; improves
Role Play

character, pretend, imagine; customer, patient, visitor, helper, appointment, conwversation, guestion/

Small World/

journey, travel, explore, village, town, forest, habitat, shelter, rescue; adventure




Creative

create; design, pattern, colour, texture, shade; mix, blend, print, collage; sculpture

Outdoor Learnings

observe, investigate; discover, search, collect, compare, habitat, shelter, environment, natural
Walter

float, sink, pour, splash, full, empty, container, heawy, light, absord, waterproof
Maths

mare, fewer, equal, greater, smaller, pair, whole; half, pattern, sequence; compare

Vocabulary Retention/

New vocabulary should not be introduced and then abandoned. Staff should deliberately revisit important vocabulary throughout the year.
Same day

Hear — discuss — uses

Same week/

Revisit in story, play o provision/

Following weeks



Useu”zadi_,ﬁferen/tcon/ta(t/
Following terms
R@trwueandappiy/

Children should encounter important vocabulary multiple times and in different contexts before it is considered secure.

Adult Vocabulary Expectations
Adults will:

modelan@ﬂuwvom&darymthﬂyandacamdy

and related ;
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Adults should prioritise quality over quantitys A smaller number of carefully selected words, revisited regularly and used meaningfully, is
more effective than teaching large lists of isolated vocabulary.
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By the end of Reception, children should increasingly be able to:

understand and use a growing range of ;

use new vocabulary from stories and experiences in their own speech;
use vocabulary relating to time and sequence;

use language to ict and explain;

Key Principles

In Reception, vocabulary is taught through meaningful experiences, rich stories, purposeful conwersation and play. Children need to
hear words repeatedly, understand them in context and have genuine opportunities to use them.



